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Dear Mr. Skoreyko: 

Attached please find the review to your complaint of May 10, 2021. 

COMPLAINT 

You wrote to me expressing concern about an article published on the CBC News website on 
May 10th under the headline "Jagmeet Singh says there's a link between anti-maskers and far-
right extremism". 

As the headline suggests, the leader of the federal NDP had speculated that there was a 
connection between a wave of protests against public health restrictions in the spring, and what 
he called “extreme right-wing ideology”.  

You took exception to the article on two fronts, which you described as follows: 

I would like an explanation on how this article was allowed to run without 
mentioning Singh's personal associations with Sikh extremists and his ban from 
travelling to India due to these associations. 

These connections were widely reported by the CBC yet inexplicably, not a word 
was mentioned in the above article. 

I would also like an explanation how this article was allowed to run without any 
actual evidence of white supremacists being linked to these restriction protesters 
besides the biased opinion of the Calgary mayor Naheed Nenshi and a vague 
mention by the equally biased Canadian Anti-Hate Network. 

MANAGEMENT RESPONSE 

Director of Journalistic Standards Paul Hambleton responded to your complaint on behalf of 
CBC News.  

 
 

mailto:ombud@cbc.ca
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/ombudsman
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/jagmeet-singh-anti-mask-far-right-1.6020777
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/jagmeet-singh-anti-mask-far-right-1.6020777
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/jagmeet-singh-anti-mask-far-right-1.6020777
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/jagmeet-singh-anti-mask-far-right-1.6020777
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/jagmeet-singh-anti-mask-far-right-1.6020777
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He noted that the article was quite short and from the news agency Canadian Press, and was 
simply an exercise in putting on the record comments from a prominent elected official: 

In this instance Jagmeet Singh articulated his belief there is a link between anti-
maskers and supporters of far-right politics. These are his views and we attributed 
them as such. It’s important for the public to hear his views on this, but this article 
was not attempting to analyse or dispute what he said. It did, though, offer some 
supporting commentary from others, who have come to the same conclusion.  

Calgary mayor Naheed Nenshi and the Canadian Anti-Hate Network were 
mentioned because they are both reputable and  have said much the same thing, 
and again, in a short news brief, there is no reason to investigate their findings. 
Other organizations in Canada, not quoted in this article have also made the same 
assertions. 

While I appreciate that you do not share this view, it is not a particularly new 
position to advance, and one that Mr. Singh as leader of the Federal NDP would be 
accountable for. It is the audience here to assess for themselves  - as you have - 
and reflect on Mr. Singh’s position.  

As for your concern that the article contained no reference to connections between Mr. Singh 
and Sikh extremists, Mr. Hambleton suggested that it was not germane to this particular article: 

Questions about Mr. Singh's position on Sikh separatism have followed him.  He 
appeared on CBC’s Power and Politics shortly after winning the federal leadership 
in October of 2017. During that interview, Mr. Singh did not  denounce Talwinder 
Singh Parmar, believed by some to be the mastermind of the 1985 Air India 
bombing.  

This is a subject that CBC News has covered in the past, and will continue to do 
so when relevant, but it is not something we would necessarily include in every 
story about Mr. Singh. 

REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

You said that CBC’s response served only to reinforce your concern that there was no 
journalistic due diligence done to verify the legitimacy of Mr. Singh’s comments: 

How can it possibly be outside the norms at CBC to not verify truthfulness in the 
articles they run? "there is no reason to investigate their findings" Is this 
considered standard CBC practice? 

I also find it alarming that it is not considered within the CBC's journalistic 
standards to point out the blatant hypocrisy of Singh while he's making 
accusations of extremism by others because: 

1) the length of the article did not 'allow' the inclusion of these facts 
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2) it is up to the audience to assess truthfulness in the news articles that the CBC 
runs 

You asked me to review whether proper journalistic standards were followed in this instance.  

REVIEW 

One of the very first sentences in CBC’s Journalistic Standards and Practices, also known as 
the JSP, describes the imperative that CBC journalists serve the public interest: 

Our mission is to inform, to reveal, to contribute to the understanding of issues of 
public interest and to encourage citizens to participate in our free and democratic 
society. 

The JSP lists five fundamental principles in support of that mission. Among them, is accuracy: 

We seek out the truth in all matters of public interest. We invest our time and our 
skills to learn, understand and clearly explain the facts to our audience. The 
production techniques we use serve to present the content in a clear and 
accessible manner. 

The question at the heart of your complaint is whether CBC did what it needed to do to meet 
that test of accuracy in this instance.  

You have suggested that the test is whether CBC had evidence of white supremacists being 
linked to protests against public health restrictions - that it was not enough to rely on claims by 
politicians and advocacy groups who might have a vested interest in promoting that possibility. 

I would be inclined to agree with you if Jagmeet Singh had suggested this link out of the blue. It 
would still have been news that the leader of the NDP made this remark at all. But there would 
be an imperative for CBC to include information as soon as possible about what evidence 
existed - or didn’t - so that readers could better evaluate the merits of his claim. 

In reality, though, Mr. Singh’s comment did not come out of the blue. It is safe to say that 
concerns about the connection between extremism and pushback against these restrictions had 
been a point of public discussion for some time. For instance, in February, known hate groups 
had taken part in a protest outside the Alberta legislature. Some demonstrators at that protest 
carried torches that echoed those used by neo-Nazis at the deadly rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia in 2017. The image of a torch was used for publicity of the event. It all sparked 
condemnation, including from Alberta Premier Jason Kenney. In April, the National Security and 
Intelligence Committee of Parliamentarians (with members from four different political parties) 
tabled a report in the House of Commons stating that misogynists and white supremacist groups 
were “readjusting to exploit pandemic measures to further their objectives.” 

Does all this prove that anti-mask protests were intertwined with hate groups? No, and there 
was still plenty of incentive for CBC or other news organizations to investigate and report on 
what ties did or didn’t exist.  

https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/vision/governance/journalistic-standards-and-practices
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/edmonton-rally-anti-mask-torch-1.5923797
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/edmonton-rally-anti-mask-torch-1.5923797
https://nsicop-cpsnr.ca/reports/rp-2021-04-12-ar/annual_report_2020_public_en.pdf
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However, the information that was already out at the time puts Mr. Singh’s comments in a 
different light as the latest addition to public discourse, and not as some major new allegation 
that required investigation before it could be reported.  

With that in mind, I noted that throughout the article, Canadian Press/CBC was careful to 
attribute the views expressed to Mr. Singh, beginning with the way the first sentence was 
written: 

Federal New Democratic Party Leader Jagmeet Singh is the latest to say he 
believes there's a connection between anti-mask and anti-lockdown protests and 
far-right extremism. 

That careful phrasing avoids treating the connection as fact. This practice of attribution and 
precise language showed up again a few paragraphs later: 

Singh said some of the people being drawn to recent protests are affiliated with 
far-right groups. 

“Singh said”. “Some of the people”. “Affiliated with.” These were all qualifiers that ensured the 
report did not go further than warranted by the facts. And while they properly alerted readers to 
concerns about the nature of these events, these qualifiers ensured that the reporter was not 
damning by association any particular person who participated in an anti-mask protest. 

Considering all that, I cannot agree with you that CBC failed the test of due diligence. The 
question of a link to extremist groups was already in the public domain, and Mr. Singh was 
adding his own view to that discussion. The article was constructed responsibly, giving 
adequate room for a reader to draw their own conclusions about the credibility of Mr. Singh’s 
remark, just as you did.  

What I would have appreciated, though, is for CBC to include some of the other commentary 
that came out as the day went along. I learned that the article published by CBC News was the 
first iteration of the story that day from Canadian Press. Later in the day, the wire service 
published an updated version of the story - typically referred to in newsrooms as a “write-
through” - which I saw published in the National Post.  There was also a French-language story 
from La Presse Canadienne published by Radio-Canada. What made these write-throughs 
notable and relevant to this review is that they included comments from Bloc Quebecois leader 
Yves-Francois Blanchet. He expressed the view that the connection between protests and far-
right extremists was tenuous, and suggested that Mr. Singh’s comments were politically 
motivated.  

Incorporating Mr. Blanchet’s remarks would have injected additional balance and context into 
CBC’s story, giving readers a different perspective on the issue. Keep in mind that Mr. Blanchet 
had not made his comment at the time CBC published its version, so the journalists did not do 
anything wrong. But it would have been best practice for CBC to update the story as the day 
went on.  

https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/jagmeet-singh-says-link-exists-between-anti-maskers-and-far-right-extremism
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1791913/singh-extreme-droite-npd-antimasques
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CBC News Parliamentary Bureau Chief Chris Carter told me that this type of scenario is one his 
team has already been discussing. It might be wiser in the future, he told me, to hold off on 
publishing the first version of a wire story that isn’t big breaking news, and wait for a more 
complete write-through. Or, he said, when CBC does publish the first version, producers might 
flag these stories internally to remind themselves to publish the updated write-throughs as well. 
Those sound like very sensible ideas to me, and I encourage CBC News to follow up on them. 

The second aspect of your complaint is your belief that CBC was obliged to remind readers that 
Mr. Singh carries some political baggage related to Sikh extremism - you referred to it as his 
“hypocrisy”. I suppose one could make a judgment call that this was relevant and belonged in 
the story. But it was optional, and not mandatory. It is also not a judgment call I would have 
made had I been an editor. It would be necessary to include if the focus of the story had been 
“Jagmeet Singh’s views on extremism”, but it wasn’t. The focus was on the leader of a federal 
party warning Canadians about a possible confluence of extremism and opposition to public 
health restrictions.  

There was no violation of journalistic policy. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jack Nagler 
CBC Ombudsman 
 
cc:  Brodie Fenlon, Editor in Chief, CBC News 

Paul Hambleton, Director of Journalistic Standards, CBC News 


